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Influencing policy and practice through research on early childhood education 
Abstract 
This paper presents the scientific evidence from one study that has informed Early Years policy in the U.K. 
It begins with a description of the policy context in the early 1990s and shows how research was used to 
inform a decade of policy innovation. There have been many studies of ways that research has informed 
practice but fewer on instances of research shaping policy. This paper is one step in that direction, as 
advocated by Whitty (2007) and Huw, Nutley and Smith (2001). 
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